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 Sydenhams Builders 

Merchants are proud sponsors of the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex)

WELCOME

Welcome to the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) newsletter Issue number 103. 
If your club has any news, events that need advertising or any other publicity that they require, please contact media.wessexleague@googlemail.com or on 07825 828918. 

The Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) is now on Facebook – The Wessex League and Twitter - @mattwessex. 
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LEAGUE NEWS

ANDOVER FOOTBALL CLUB - More than 125 years of continuous football came to a sad and inevitable end on Friday when Andover Football Club's remaining board members announced that the club was to be wound up with immediate effect and they would be resigning from the Southern League.

It was news which stunned many but equally came as little surprise to others as the Portway-based club had stumbled from one crisis to another in recent years and had been forced to resort to advertising in the national football press for prospective new benefactors prepared to fund them on the pitch.

It appeared that a new board was in place and ready to tackle the season in the Southern League along with a revamped reserve team in the new Wyvern League but newly-appointed chairman Martin Moody resigned on Wednesday.

His statement read: "It is with regret that I have resigned as chairman of Andover Football Club. During the last three weeks many ghosts have appeared out of cupboards to a point where I am not prepared to put my name as chairman as I find this totally unacceptable and will not work in this kind of environment."

Moody arrived last month along with Southampton FC youth coach Steve Moss, with whom he had much success with neighbours Winchester City a few years ago but Moss landed a full-time job with Football League side Rotherham United which left the new chairman to pick up the pieces.

After hearing of the decision to dissolve Andover Football Club Ltd, chairman of Andover Youth FC Phil Holloway issued this statement. 'I, as Andover Youth FC chairman, would like to categorically state that Andover Youth FC has no financial involvement and we are independent of Andover FC, and we will continue with our youth banner'. (THANKS TO KERRY MILLER – www.andoveradvertiser.co.uk) 
ASSISTANT REFEREES EMAIL – Mick Hunter, Assistant Referees Secretary and Assessors Secretary, has a new email that he can be contacted on. This is assistantreferees.wessexleague@gmail.com. 
RUSSELL COTES CUP – The Draw for the First Round of the Russell Cotes Cup has been made and the following fixtures will take place:

24/10 Winchester City v Ringwood Town
25/10 Hythe & Dibden v Liphook United
25/10 AFC Totton v Team Solent
25/10 Blackfield & Langley v Totton & Eling
25/10 Christchurch v Cove
25/10 Horndean v Laverstock & Ford
26/10 Fareham Town v Winchester Castle

CLUB NEWS

AFC PORTCHESTER – Colin Brans, secretary of AFC Portchester, will be on holiday from 4th to 19th August inclusive. Contact during that period should be with the Chairman, Mark Greenham, at mark.greenham@btinternet.com and copied to David McCafferty at david.mccafferty@live.co.uk. 

AFC PORTCHESTER Veterans will be playing an Army XI to raise money for Help The Heroes on Saturday August 6th. The game will kick-off at 2pm at the Wicor Recreation Ground. Entry is free although donations will be most welcome. There will be a party after the game and into the evening in the clubhouse. 

ALRESFORD TOWN – Keith Curtis, secretary of Alresford Town, advises that his Fax number will be unobtainable for the foreseeable future and contact should be by email to secretary.alresfordtownfc@gmail.com or by mobile on 07703 346672. 

ALTON TOWN – The Brewers will be hosting their AGM at The Bass Sports Ground on Wednesday 10th August at 7.30pm. 

Jim McKell, of Alton Town, is away from Friday 29th July to Sunday 8th August. Any necessary contact during that time should be to vice chairman, Mike Rhodes, on 07505 676432 or alternatively via email at mike.rhodes@ic24.net.
The Brewers played an additional pre-season friendly against Ash United and they won the game 7-0 thanks to a hat-trick from Ian Dyer (1 goal from the penalty spot), Scott Johnson, Sam Knight and a brace from Ross Cook. 

AMESBURY TOWN - Amesbury Town Secretary Arthur Mundy is away on holiday from 30th July to 14th August. In an emergency, please contact the Club Chairman, Jason Cameron, on 07733 087468 or alternatively via email at jasoncameron16@hotmail.com.  

Express Motor Workshop are sponsors of Amesbury Town’s Reserve side for the next two seasons. Independent Bookmakers have agreed to sponsor the polo shirts for the Reserve side. Nurse Plus are sponsoring the waterproof jackets for the first team and Gareth Chapple is sponsoring the Under 14s Waterproof Jackets. 
ANDOVER NEW STREET - Andover New Street require a physio for Matchdays only. Anyone interested should contact Club Secretary Mick Bugg on andovernewstreetfc@hotmail.co.uk. 

On Friday 2nd September, Andover New Street ‘Swifts’ are holding a ‘race night’. Everybody is welcome. Visit the club website for further details.

On Saturday 13th August, Andover New Street ‘Swifts’ are holding a ‘quiz night’. Once again, everybody is welcome so visit the club website for further details. 

Andover New Street ‘Swifts’ replaced Andover FC in the Dango Memorial Cup, and Andover New Street beat their ‘Swifts’ counterparts, 7-1, at Foxcotte Park on Tuesday night. 

BRADING TOWN – The annual Mark Matthews Memorial game will take place on Friday 12th August. The game features Brading Town “A” v Kynges Towne. The game will take place at the Peter Henry Ground, kicking off at 7pm. 

Brading Town Reserves (“B” squad) won the Shanklin 6′s competition.

They were unbeaten in all of their 8 games.

The “A” team went out in the group stages after 2 wins, 2 draws and 1 defeat, to eventual finalists Osborne Coburg.

They were hampered by the loss of James Phipps ( dislocated shoulder ) and John Hewitt ( foot injury) but a win in their final group game would have seen them through against St Helens A, however the game finished 0-0. 

“A” team. Kev Read, Sam Knowles, Brian Attrill, Chris DeMoulipied, James Woodhouse, John Hewitt, Matty Trundle, Adie Lawton and James Phipps.

The” B “team won the competition, winning every game they played!
They won the group only conceding 1 goal and playing some superb football. They went on to meet the St Helens A team in the quarter final, winning 3-1.

The semi final was a tight affair against a very strong Shanklin A team which included Hatcher, Malin and Hayward. Thanks to a brilliant save from Ed Hatt in the first half, the game went to extra time; Scott Lawson scored a sensational 30 yarder into the top corner, to send Brading Town “B” into the final.

Town then took on Osborne Coburg and kept up their excellent standards and ran out 3-1 winners, thanks to goals from Lawson, Hitchcox and Younie.

“B” Team. Ed Hatt, Josh Woodnutt, Jake Younie, Harry McIntosh, James Ranson, Oli Wilson, Scott Lawson, Luke Hitchcox and Simon Armstrong.

It was an excellent day for both sides. Steve Lawton, Steve Rowe, Keith White and Andy Brown and also the watching Steve Brougham, must have been very impressed with the standards shown by both sides.

The only downside were the injuries to Phippsy, John Hewitt and Rans, let’s hope that they are not too serious.

CHRISTCHURCH – Mark Duffy has been elected Chairman of the Hurn Bridge club following the club’s AGM. His contact details will be as per the handbook for the coming season and his email address is mark.duffy7@ntlworld.com. 

DOWNTON - Premier Division club Downton are searching for an away friendly on August 6th. Anybody interested is urged to contact the Secretary, Mike Turner, for more details.
The newly re-formed Downton FC Reserves kick off their pre-season friendlies on Tuesday evening when they host Redlynch & Woodfalls United (7.45pm, August 2nd). Managed by former Clarendon Juniors' under 18 boss Jeremy Thomas, Robins' second string will play in the inaugural Wyvern Combination League campaign during 2011/12, having been placed in its West Division. 
Before the start of the season, Downton Reserves will also take on The Wanderers and Durrington. 

EAST COWES VICS – Club Secretary Darren Dyer will be contactable by mobile phone, ONLY, from the 19th to August 22nd. His number is 07725 128701. 
FAREHAM TOWN – The Creeksiders have announced that Robbie Tambling has joined the club for the 2011-12 season. Tambling has Southern League experience having previously played for Gosport Borough and he was joint top scorer at Hayling United last season with 11 goals from just 19 starts. Tambling has been involved in two pre-season friendlies so far and has already scored twice. 

Fareham Town have also completed the signings of defensive duo Ollie Warren and John Stocks and midfielder Jon Stevens has also signed for the Cams Alders club. 
FAWLEY AFC - After two seasons at Totton & Eling, Kieran Earl has joined his two brothers in returning to play for Fawley AFC.
GE HAMBLE - Manager Danny Bowers has captured Lee Wood from Fareham Town and Dan Turner from Hayling United. Turner was also previously with Havant & Waterlooville before the Humbugs. Former BAT Sports and Woking man, Ian Proctor, has joined the club, whilst Dougie Rowe signs from Winchester City having previously been at Sholing. Nick O'Donnell returns to Follands Park following spells away at Fareham Town and Brockenhurst.
HAMWORTHY UNITED - The Hammers are looking for a friendly away from home on Saturday August 6th. Anybody interested - please contact First Team Manager, Simon Browne, on 07866 187395. 

LAVERSTOCK & FORD – Laverstock & Ford’s pre-season jinks continued on Tuesday evening when Central defender Matthew Scott suffered a broken leg playing against Amesbury Town. Last season, they lost Central defender Karl Tryhorne with torn ligaments playing in a friendly against Forest Green Rovers. He was out for three months. Everybody at the club wishes Matt a speedy recovery.  
MONEYFIELDS – Wayne Dalton, Club Secretary, will be away on holiday from 31st July until August 7th. He will still be contactable via email but not by Phone. 

NEW MILTON TOWN – The new-look Premier Division side have several more new signings. ‘Shoopa’ has joined the club from Havant & Waterlooville, whilst Joe Atkins has signed from AFC Portchester. 
PETERSFIELD TOWN – As Andover Football Club has folded, Petersfield Town will now be hosting Bosham at home on the same date as the Andover friendly was scheduled, August 2nd, at Love Lane. 

Town have confirmed an additional pre-season friendly on August 9th, away to Hampshire Premier League side, Liss Athletic.

Petersfield Town have also completed the signing of Ricky Long from Liphook United. 

RINGWOOD TOWN – ‘THE KINGS OF RINGWOOD TOURNAMENT’

Bisterne Rangers beat Ringwood Town FC on penalties in the opening match of the Kings of Ringwood tournament. In a keenly fought encounter before a crowd of over 75 Wells put the hosts in front on 35 minutes slotting neatly passed the advancing goalkeeper from 12 yards. Faulkner equalised for the visitors on the stroke of half-time blasting home emphatically from the penalty spot. Despite Ringwood Town edging the attempts on target neither teams could break the deadlock in the second half so the game went straight to penalties after 90minutes. Each side then matched each other with high quality penalties leaving the opposing goalkeepers little chance.
With the score locked on 9-9 with no penalties missed Bisterne Rangers scored their 10th, Ringwood Town hit the bar to leave the visitors celebrating a famous 10-9 victory.
Kings of Ringwood's Wednesday night's fixture saw Christchurch beat Bisterne United 3-0 to reach Saturday's final. A keenly fought first half saw the teams go in level at half-time but Christchurch were quickest out-the-blocks and took a 1-0 lead on 48mins with a goal from Paul Rideout. Two goals in four minutes from Christchurch's Ben Osbourne (70mins) and Mark Smith (74) secured the victory and earn their a place against Bisterne Rangers in Saturday's final.

ROMSEY TOWN – The Premier Division club have added an additional two pre-season friendly fixtures.

Town will entertain AFC Totton on August 2nd and they will travel away to Hampshire Premier League side, Colden Common, on August 9th, with kick-off at 7.00pm. 

Due to the withdrawal of Andover, Romsey Town are looking for a friendly on August 6th. The club have a referee and pitch available and are seeking opponents. 

Callum Stanley and Luke Dempsey have joined the Premier Division club from New Milton Town and Sholing FC respectively. Ross Gregory, Simon De'Ath, Jake Long and Ryan Long all turned down moves away to remain at the Bypass Ground this summer whilst goalkeeper Freddie Toomer has joined Bemerton Heath Harlequins. He has been replaced by Steve Hollick from Totton & Eling.
Romsey Town have found a friendly for their spare date on August 6th. Town were due to play Andover in a pre-season friendly, but as Andover Football Club is no longer, Romsey Town have arranged an way pre-season friendly at Ringwood Town, kicking off at 3pm. 

TEAM SOLENT – Team Solent, new to the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) Division One, now have a club page on the official website, www.wessexleague.co.uk. Visit their page for contact details and the club website, www.solent.ac.uk/sport for any further details. 

WHITCHURCH UNITED – Jim Macey has further strengthened his Whitchurch United squad with the signings of Johnny Rimmer and Nick Jupp. The management team at the club were pleased that both have joined the club. 

The Division One club are also pleased to announce that they have appointed Mark Buttress as their Goalkeeping Coach. 
MATCH REPORTS

Monday 25th July

Winchester City 4-0 Bracknell Town (Pre Season Friendly)

By BEN HORLOCK at the Denplan City Ground

Winchester City continued their impressive pre-season campaign with a comfortable 4-0 win over Steve Mcclurg's Bracknell Town. 
Goals from Chris Mason, Daryl Phillips, Graham Lindsay and a penalty from Conor McCarthy was enough to condemn the Berkshire outfit to defeat after they only registered one effort on target throughout the game. 
Winchester raced out of the traps from the start and began asking all the questions to which the Bracknell backline were surplus for answers. 
Tom Dunford was pulling all the strings from midfield with Phillips and Lindsay making themselves a regular nuisance upfront. 
The first effort from the hosts came when commanding centre-back Mike Byrne powered a header over the bar from a Dunford corner. 
This warning proved just to be a feeble ‘knock on the door' with the real onslaught imminent. City's impressive link up play allowed a chance for Lindsay but his left footed strike was blocked when a goal looked easier. 
The energetic Phillips was at the heart of everything good from Guy Butter's side and his left footed cross could only be glanced wide by Lindsay with the keeper stranded. 
With 11 minutes on the clock the hosts did finally break the dead lock when midfielder Mason was teed up by Charlie Smeeton. Mason's long range strike had too much direction on it and Chris Adams was unable to scramble across his goal in time. 
Skipper Leigh Mills then had the chance to double the lead but he saw his toothless effort saved by Adams. 
With the half hour approaching Phillips finally got his name on the score sheet. A deep cross evaded Lindsay and the unmarked Phillips had the simple task of tapping into an empty net. 
Lindsay then got the goal he craved when Dunford's rasping long range effort was inexplicably spilled by Adams and Lindsay had the simple task of tapping in from a couple of yards just before half time. 
The start of the second half started exactly how the first had finished when McCarthy got himself on the score sheet. Dunford was brought down in the box and the defender scored with aplomb to put the game beyond Bracknell. 
An influx of substitutes from Butter's slightly hindered the flow of the game but impressive performances from Dwayne Awusah-Peasah and Jordan Parke will certainly give the former Brighton man a selection headache ahead of the Portsmouth game. 
Tuesday 26th July

Laverstock & Ford 4-0 Amesbury Town (Pre Season Friendly)

By MARK HILTON at The Dell

Laverstock ran out comfortable 4-0 winners in this pre-season friendly at Church Road. They opened the scoring within the first minute when Josh Waters spun on the spot and lashed home to give the home side a dream start. Amesbury had a chance on 10 minutes when Shaun Auger's cross just evaded Craig Wheeler but Laverstock got the ball back up to Eddie Perrett who ran clear and rounded Danny Harrison to make the score 2-0. Perrett then saw an effort hit the side netting before another home effort cannoned off the cross bar. Half way through the first half Laverstock went 3-0 up. Hesitancy in the Amesbury defence led to a clumsy challenge and Elliott Wykes was able to step up and slot home the resulting penalty. Amesbury enjoyed plenty of possession but were unable to create any clear cut chances and the score stayed at 3-0 at half time. Both sides made substitutions and at half time Amesbury brought on 16 year old goalkeeper, Joey McEntee. He had a dream start as he magnificently tipped over Joey Weeks dipping shot in the first minute of the restart. He then went on to make further good saves and almost turned provided when his long kick found Craig Wheeler whose lobbed effort just missed the far post. Amesbury almost got a goal back when a long ball forward by Tom Wheeler found Darren Crook but his shot was well saved. It was Laverstock who completed the scoring when Josh Waters scored from a diving header five minutes from time.
Friday 29th July

Totton & Eling 2-2 Thatcham Town (Pre Season Friendly)

By GLENN DONOVAN at Little Testwood Park

A revitalised pitch & a 1st competitive match on home soil this season produced a fast paced game and a hardworking performance from the hosts in this, the opening duel of the Linden Homes Trophy.
Thatcham took an early lead after 10 minutes through Mark Green who was well positioned inside the 6 yard area.
Recent signing Paddy James got things back on level terms with a great strike on 20 mins, before Craig Feeney's hard work produced a deserved lead with his brave effort some 4 minutes later.

A 2-1 lead at the break was arguably deserved by the Home side although the visitors certainly made it a great viewing platform for the neutral.

The second half was equal to the first period that entertained a disappointing attendance of approx' 80 people.
On 55 mins Totton gave away possession going forward from inside their own half.
A defended break-away resulted in a corner for Thatcham, with the directed set piece finished well inside the box to bring the score level at 2-2.
An altercation involving Paddy James resulted in the striker being booked on the hour.
10 minutes later, central defender Wakefield's late tackle earned him a yellow card.
Both sides had very good chances to win this match in normal time.
However, with no extra time available for this fixture, the dreaded penalty shoot out decided the outcome.

Winchester City 5-1 Portsmouth XI (Pre Season Friendly)
By STEVEN WOODGATE at The Denplan City Ground

Alex Easton's penalty and a strike from Darryl Phillips put City two goals up before Portsmouth managed to get a goal back through Chinedu Vine. Easton scored his second before goals from Sol Asajile and Mike Byrne put the visitors out of sight. Kyle Wells completed Pompey's humiliation when he skied a penalty over the bar. "It's been a good pre-season and with the lads all performing well, I'm going to have some headaches sorting out the team. We have a good squad and deciding 11 players is going to be difficult." The hosts started the game brightly and immediately took the lead. Easton coolly converted a penalty before his strike partner Phillips put City two goals ahead with a touch of class. Phillips superbly chipped the advancing Matt Gledhill after Charlie Smeeton robbed Dan Butler of possession and supplied the perfect through ball. Portsmouth benefitted from a lapse in defence and Vine salvaged a goal back, slotting in from close range. The home side played the ball around with venom and the commanding Leigh Mills produced a wonderful bit of skill for Easton's second goal. The midfielder brilliantly controlled the ball with his chest under pressure and volleyed a ball over Pompey's backline for Easton to run on to and slot past the helpless Gledhill to give his side a two goal advantage. The visitors had the chance the get back into the game but Wells blasted a penalty kick over after the referee penalised Alex Przespolewski for tripping the striker. Centre half Mike Byrne made sure Pompey paid for the miss as he got on the end of Tom Dunford's corner and gave the keeper no chance. Sol Asajile wrapped things up with a cool finish after exchanging passes with Dunford to complete an excellent and commanding performance. Owner Paul McCarthy is clearly delighted with how things are going and is inviting the residents of Winchester to come down and watch. He said, "The fans were fantastic, they really got behind the team and they can see the hard work that is going on here."This is only the shape of things to come as we are putting together a brilliant squad of players.""The City of Winchester deserves a great side and we want to create that."
Saturday 30th July

AFC Totton 3-2 Bemerton Heath Harlequins (Pre Season Friendly)

By GLENN DONOVAN at Little Testwood Park

The home side might have been under the illusion that this was going to be an easy route to Sunday's Final of this Linden Homes Cup. If that was the case then Bemerton proved everyone wrong by making a game of this semi-final clash.
They were fit, strong and competed for everything. Totton were frustrated by their play and found it hard to put their passing game together.
The 0-0 half-time deadlock reflected a difficulty in separating the teams as favourite to the eventual outcome. A 'game of two halves' summed up the second period.
The deadlock was broken quickly by Jonathan Davies who opened up the visitors defence to claim the 1st goal on 53 minutes.
An easy tap in by Michael Charles, delivered from a great cross gave the stags a 2-0 cushion on 60 minutes. Bemerton responded, showing the sort of form that earned them 2nd spot in the Wessex Premier League last term.
They picked up the baton, ran with it and opened up their contribution with a great goal within the next 10 minutes. Kane O'Keefe, unmarked just outside the area lashed home a deserved repost to make it 2-1 with 70 minutes on the clock.
Totton failed again to pick up the run of Adam Jones who calmly rounded the Home keeper to slot home the Harlequins equaliser to make it 2-2 at the 78 minute mark.
Stefan Brown was fortunate to latch on to the loose ball in a crowded penalty area that gave Totton a 3-2 advantage on 85 minutes after a good passing build up deserved a more superior finish. With time running out Bemerton staged a last ditch attempt to take the game to a penalty outcome.
However, despite a flowing move that delivered a great cross into the box, the Home keeper was alert to the goal bound header that caught his finger tips
Grant Porter's agility that pushed the ball away for a corner on the stroke of 90 minutes saved AFC Totton's day, and spurred on the rest of his team mates to complete 5 mins of injury time in control of their place in the Final.

WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK?

WARMINSTER TOWN lost 8-0 at home to Frome Town on Monday night. WINCHESTER CITY beat Bracknell Town 4-0 at the Denplan City Ground, and the hosts were 3-0 up at half-time. Goals from Chris Mason, Darryl Phillips, Graham Lindsey and a penalty from Conor McCarthy condemned the visitors to a comfortable defeat. HAMWORTHY UNITED drew 1-1 at home to Dorchester Town with Diane Bassiriki again scoring for the Hammers, his second in as many games.
LYMINGTON TOWN won 2-0 away to Pewsey Vale on Tuesday night thanks to goals from Mark Lloyd and Kane Prentice. FAWLEY AFC beat Paulsgrove 4-0 at the Waterside Sports and Social Club thanks to goals from Sam Longman, Steve Hall, Aaron Blaxall and Darren Morris. ALRESFORD TOWN won 5-1 away at Winchester Castle. BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES won 5-0 at QK Southampton. Warren and Dave Ewen both scored braces and Stone also scored for the Premier Division side. HORNDEAN beat Midhurst 4-0 at Fiveheads Park thanks to goals from Tom Chapman, Dan Hayes, Dan Sharpe and Nathan Paxton, Paxton who has returned to the club after leaving Gosport Borough. Torr Spicer struck the bar for the hosts. HAYLING UNITED were drawing 1-1 with Locks Heath in the second half before the game was abandoned. HYTHE & DIBDEN came from behind to NEW MILTON TOWN 4-3. Roy Viner and Ash Hewer scored for Hythe & Dibden and Sean Stone scored a brace as well. WHITCHURCH UNITED RESERVES won 1-0 at Overton United thanks to a solitary goal from Craig Rutledge. FLEET SPURS were beaten 4-0 by Finchampstead at Keogh Army Barracks. ALTON TOWN won 3-1 at TADLEY CALLEVA thanks to a hat-trick from Simba Mlambo. Elsewhere, NEWPORT (IOW) won 7-0 at Shanklin thanks to a hat-trick from Thomas, a brace for Burford and further goals by Wetherick and Mark Augustus.
On Wednesday night, DOWNTON beat an Eastleigh XI 2-1 at the Brian Whitehead Sports Ground. Liam Robinson put the visitors ahead on 36 minutes but the Robins leveled when Ollie Hoare headed in an equalizer on 77 minutes. Simon Nelson reacted first after the ball rebounded off the crossbar with two minutes remaining to give Downton victory. It was a very good work out for the Robins against a Spitfires team made up of reserves and academy players. Elsewhere, WARMINSTER TOWN were beaten 6-0 at home by Gillingham Town.
On Thursday night, WINCHESTER CITY RESERVES drew 2-2 at home to Locks Heath. GE HAMBLE beat UNITED SERVICES PORTSMOUTH 4-1 at Follands Park. New signing Dougie Rowe hit a brace and fellow new signing Dan Turner was also on target along with Ashley Jarvis. PEWSEY VALE drew 0-0 away to Calne Town.
WINCHESTER CITY produced a five star display as they beat a Portsmouth XI 5-1 at the Denplan City Ground. Alex Easton put the hosts ahead after just two minutes from the penalty spot and City doubled their lead on 24 minutes when Daryl Phillips lobbed the onrushing Portsmouth goalkeeper. Pompey pulled a goal back on the half hour mark when Chinedu Vine coolly finished past Ryan Gosney. Tom Dunford and Chris Mason both fired over for City late on in the first half. Alex Easton scored his second of the game on 70 minutes to make it 3-1 from a one-on-one and three became four just a couple of minutes later when Mike Byrne headed home a Leigh Mills cross from close range. Portsmouth had an opportunity to close the gap, but they blazed a penalty over the crossbar. Substitute Sol Asajile netted the final goal of the game in stoppage time to make the final score 5-1. HORNDEAN were beaten 3-1 at home by Havant & Waterlooville with Torr Spicer netting their only goal. FAWLEY AFC scored twice at the death to draw 2-2 at home to Shrewton United. Darren Morris struck in the 89th and 90th minute to earn a draw for the hosts. TOTTON & ELING drew 2-2 at home to Thatcham Town in the Linden Homes Tournament. Thatcham won the penalty shootout that sees them take on either AFC Totton in the final on Sunday. 

WHAT HAPPENED ON SATURDAY?
LYMINGTON TOWN won their lunchtime fixture 2-0 away to Selsey FC thanks to goals from Dan Fox and Gareth Byres. Town's Reserves won their respective encounter against Selsey Reserves by the same scoreline. DOWNTON won 3-0 at home to Division One neighbours, VERWOOD TOWN, thanks to goals from Danny Western, three minutes before half time, Danny Finnigan (45) and Declan McGregor (55). HAMWORTHY UNITED drew 3-3 at home with Evo-Stik South & West Division One side, Wimborne Town. Diane Bassiriki, Burbidge and Lanahan scored for the Hammers whilst Lloyd scored for the Magpies as did ex-AFC Bournemouth duo, George Webb and Jamie Davidson. NEW MILTON TOWN recorded a 5-0 home victory against PETERSFIELD TOWN. Russell Stanley scored a brace whilst Dan Rimmer, Josh Lever and Ashley Booker were all also on target for the Linnets. Eastleigh Reserves won 3-0 away at HORNDEAN RESERVES. WHITCHURCH UNITED finished 3rd in the Dango Memorial Cup, beating Andover New Street 'Swifts', 1-0 at Foxcotte Park thanks to a solitary goal from Sam Pike. ANDOVER NEW STREET beat Thatcham Town 4-1 to secure the trophy. BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES were beaten 1-0 at Merley Cobham Sports. A Kyle Levrier goal was enough to earn BRADING TOWN a 1-0 victory against Gillingham Town. WARMINSTER TOWN drew 2-2 away at Westbury United in the Bert Back Trophy. James Vincent and Simon Reaney got the goals for the Weymouth Street club but they were beaten 5-3 on penalties. HAYLING UNITED were beaten 5-3 at Gosport Borough. NEWPORT (IOW) won 3-2 at home to Pagham thanks to goals from McKie, Augustus and an own goal. FLEET SPURS beat Sandhurst Devils 4-2. Ben Cobbett, Ed Morris, James Wills and Eddie Boatang for the Division One side. PETERSFIELD TOWN RESERVES won 2-0 away at East Dean. A UNITED SERVICES PORTSMOUTH XI were beaten 3-0 at HMS Collingwood against Ripley Village. BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS were beaten 3-2 by AFC Totton in the Linden Homes Tournament at Little Testwood Park. Jonathan Davies put the Stags ahead on 53 minutes and Michael Charles doubled the lead on the hour. Kane O'Keefe made it 2-1 with twenty minutes to play and Adam Jones then made it 2-2 with twelve minutes remaining. With five minutes remaining, Stefan Brown gave AFC Totton the winning goal to secure their place in the final. CHRISTCHURCH won the Steve Bernard Memorial Trophy winning 3-0 away at Chichester City United. Paul Roberts hit a brace, one from the penalty spot, and Harry Cooper scored Christchurch's other goal. Max Draper scored the only goal of the game for COWES SPORTS after seven minutes to give the Islanders a 1-0 home win against QK Southampton. HYTHE & DIBDEN won 8-2 against Forest Town. Sean Stone hit a hat-trick whilst Ash Hewer scored twice and there were also goals for Martin Harris, Craig Sheldon and Gareth Drummond. 

WHAT’S ON NEXT WEEK?
It is the Linden Homes Tournament Cup Final TODAY – AFC Totton take on Thatcham Town at Little Testwood Park. In the 3rd vs 4th placed match, BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS take on fellow Premier Division side, TOTTON & ELING. (Report in next weeks’ newsletter). 
On Monday night, CHRISTCHURCH take to their Hurn Bridge pitch for the first time this pre-season when they host Wimborne Town in a pre-season friendly. 
On Tuesday night, Aldershot Town on nPower League Two travel to the Denplan City Ground where they come face-to-face with WINCHESTER CITY who are looking to maintain their impressive form against Football League sides which has seen them beat a Southampton XI and draw with AFC Bournemouth and Brighton and Hove Albion. Elsewhere, BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES are away to AFC Stoneham whilst BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS host Sholing FC and BLACKFIELD & LANGLEY are at home at 19:00 against HYTHE & DIBDEN. BRADING TOWN play Isle-of-Wight, COWES SPORTS, away from home. Elsewhere, FLEET SPURS are in action at Keogh Army Barracks, this time against Old Farnbronians. HAMWORTHY UNITED entertain higher opposition neighbours, Weymouth. GE HAMBLE take on an Eastleigh XI in a bid to maintain their impressive pre-season record. LYMINGTON TOWN are away to Holt United, with the game kicking off at 18:45. NEW MILTON TOWN entertain ANDOVER NEW STREET at Fawcetts Field. PETERSFIELD TOWN have a home friendly against Bosham, who are playing at Love Lane as Andover have folded. PEWSEY VALE are at home against Wootton Bassett Town and ROMSEY TOWN are also in action at home against AFC Totton. AFC PORTCHESTER travel to Selsey FC whilst WARMINSTER TOWN take on Devizes Town at Weymouth Street. 

MONEYFIELDS are at home to Bognor Regis Town on Wednesday night and AMESBURY TOWN are in pre-season action on the road at Westbury United. 

ANDOVER NEW STREET play at home to ALRESFORD TOWN on Thursday night, with the game starting at 19:30. Elsewhere, CHRISTCHURCH have another home friendly, against last seasons’ Premier Division champions, Poole Town, who have now been promoted to the Evo-Stik South & West Division One. VERWOOD TOWN travel to Dorset Premier League side, Hamworthy Recreation. LAVERSTOCK & FORD host POOLE TOWN elsewhere.
On Friday August 5th, BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS take up higher division opponents, Gosport Borough. NEW MILTON TOWN host Blue Square Bet South side, Havant & Waterlooville. PETERSFIELD TOWN host HORNDEAN in the Hannah Cup and PEWSEY VALE entertain Westbury United. 

For a full list of Saturday’s friendlies, visit www.wessexleague.co.uk but to select a few:

ALTON TOWN host Dunstable Town at The Bass Sports Ground.
WINCHESTER CITY play at home to AFC Totton.
BRADING TOWN have a first team and reserve team double-header at home to EAST COWES VICS and BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES travel to Shrewton United. 
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